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It has now been over six years since the Great Bast Japan Earthquake and subsequent nuclear disaster at
the Fukushima datichl Nuclear Power Plant. Stnce the disaster, twaki alongside the vest of Fukushima has
been working tirelessly to vestore the confidence of consumers regarding local agricultural produce. wakl
City created the “we WLl Show You!” twakl information Bureau to help counter the misinformation about
Iwaki’s produce. ALl the vesults of vadioactive monitoring of Local food samples are also publisheo on the
bureaw’s website so consumers can make an informeol judgement for themselves.

Of course this is not the only way (wakl ts working towards restoring the agriculture industry. The city
also carries out bus tours where participants can experience how local produce is cultivated, witness how
samples are W»aLgseO{ for vadiation, anod wost meortawt%, taste the products. These participants are
encouraged to become “Iwaki vegetable Anbassadors” who help tn promoting twaki’s fresh and delicious

produce to others.

These tours are not only almed at people instde and outside of the prefecture, but have also been held for
international guests to the clty. n April 2017, 26 students from Thatland visited twakl for a japanese
language training program at Higashi Nippow nternational University. As part of thelr stay in wakd, the
students visited Agriparke, (wakl’s largest producer of strawberries, and were able to pick and try fresh
strawberries straight from the vine. The students not only deepened thelr understanding of the Japanese

language, but also thelr understanding 0{ the twakl agricultural Lwdus‘c@ 'S eﬁ‘ovts L revitalisation af‘cev

the 2.11 disastey.
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In a separate tour, two groups of participants of the Young Presidents’ Organisation (YPO) program visited
Iwakk from 25-2& May for a day each to visit local gowrmet factlities. YPO s a leadership program made up
of members who are all presidents, CEOs or in other top-level positions of thelr company and alms to help
them beconne better Lenders through sharing toeas and Learning from each other. The participants of this tour

included Chinese, That, Stngaporean and German nationals.

The lwakl portion of this tour began with a visit to Wonder Farm where the participants tried the avray of
tomatoes and purchased some tomato products. The participants learnt about wakl’s tomato industry and
also how the industry has been working to restore sales after the Great East Japan Earthquake.

The second half of the day was spent enjoying lunch at Hagi French Restaurant. This restaurant is one of
the most exclusive tn waki where the chef only serves one group of customers per day and usually requires
a veservation well in advance. The chef Harutomo Hagl s one of the few chefs tn Japan registered as a Ryort
Masters chef. These chefs are highly acclaimed not just for theilr “ryori” (cuising) but for their passion and
tnvolvement with local farmers and tndustry by using local produce and contributing to the promotion of

thelr reglons.

The YPO participants were treated to a supreme quality course which included Fukushima lamb and
waki-ratsed wagyu beef, homemade bread and vegetables grown on Shiraishi Farm in Ogawa. Whilst
enjoying fresh and in-season local produce, the participants also hearo a presentation about waki City's

efforts to cownter the misinformation of local agricultural products as a result of the nuclear accldent.

The participants thoroughly enjoyjed the hospitality of chef Hagl, farmer Shiraishi and everyone who helped
organise the tour. BY offering a positive experience of twaki and allowing people to try local flavours, this
helps encouwrnge participants of tours such as these to shave thelr thoughts with their personal wetworks and

thus lead towards bmproving the bmage of the local agricultural tndustry tn twakt.



