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2000: Mational Route & Joban Bypass opons

Exibtachi
F

Marino  Sci M Profecture (Aguamarine

Fukuzhima) opens
2002: Joban Expressway hwoki-Yotsukura — Hirono section opers
2004: Windfarm Systam begins operating ot the Flower Centre
2005: lwoki Park opons

2006: Futabasourws is given the officdal sciontific nome
Fufabasourys Suzukil

Hula Girls begirs scroening in cinemas across Japan

2007: The LATOV building, part of the Iwaki Urban
Redevelopmant Projec, opens

2008: Iwaki Tourism and City Planning Bureou established

Entire strotch of Bon'otsu Expressway from lwoki to Miigato is
upgraded to four lanos

2009: Grond oponing of Iwaki Parforming Arts Contro Alios
Mow lwaki Station Building opers

2010: 13t lwoki Sunshine Marathon

Rodovelopmant of South Exit of lwaki Station complate
2011: At 2:46pm on 11 March, 0 major earthquake with o seismic
intansity of &-lower occurs off the Pacific coas of Tohoku

One month later on 11 April, another major sarthquake with o
soismic intonsity of &-lower occurs with its epicontre in the
south-western region of lwaki
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Domoge from the 311 carfiguake m Tore. Phote by Tekayuko Seto 2011)

sfter redevelopment. Nost sf e areq m the left phota 15 row sccugied by e LATOV shoppmg centre. The right phota shows.

- Y

2011 (com.): Kawoi County (Hawaii, USA) signs @ sister city
agreomant with Iwaki

“Ganboppe!” (Wa con do it!) lwaki Restoration Fastival

2013: Iwoki Kaisei High School tokes part in the B5th Japanase
High School B 1 o5 one of tho 215t
Contury Tooms

Mascot character fwaki Hulgjire [nickname “Hula-Ojisan”) i
created to be lwaki's tourism navigator

3rd round game of the MNippon Professional Baseball All-stars
Sories played in hwaki Croan Stadiom £
2014: Somurai Hustie bogins scroening in cinemas ocross Japan

2ot

ball Invitation T

iwaki City's official social medi :
2015: Joban Expressway Joban-Tomioko—tlamie soction reopens
Joban Line's Hitachi special axpress train bagins o thraugh sorvice
to Shinagawa Station

7th Pacific Islands Loaders’ Maofing {PALMZ Summit)

2016: lwaki City colabrotas its 50th anniversary

Wondar Farm opons
Humanoid robot “Pepper” instolled inside lwaki Gry Holl

Srd WBSC U-15 Baeball World Cup

Samurci Hustle Refurns bogins screening in cnemas across Japon
twaki ond Kovai officially become sistar citias
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Iwaki’s Revitalisation 5 Years After the Disaster:
Obama and Iwama Districts

The third part of our series that looks at lwaki's reconstruction after the Great East Japan Earthquake takes us to Obama and hvama:

These two coastal areas are located in southern lwaki and separated by a 2km cfiff in between. Yet they share 2 simifar story of

destruction and revival.

Before and during the disaster

The Obama district’s beach was once a popular bathing area adjacent to a fishing port whilst lwama was once an area
full of rice paddies and Its beach attracted many surfers. Bafore the 2011 disaster, Obama was home to 164 people
living In 64 households and Iwama had a population of 206 residents In 189 homes.

The Obama district was devastated by a large tsunami which reached up to a helght of 7.1m and flooded 3.8ha of the
coastal area. Meanwhile, lwama was struck by a slightly higher 7.6m tsunami which swept through 11ha of coastiine.
Most people managed to reach higher ground In time. However, two lives were lost In Obama and seven lives were
lost, In addtition to three people left missing, as a result of the tsunami In Iwama. The tsunami completely destroyed 31
houses in Obama and 80 houses In lwama.

Obama and Iwama 5 years later

Discusstons held by the city with residents affected by
the disaster found that some people wanted to have
their houses rebullt and return home and others
preferrad to live elsewhere or relocate to higher ground.
That Is why the reconstruction project for Obama and
iwama districts also Induded a new 1.5ha district In
nearby Kobara, which is located on higher ground away

from the coast.

Both districts will be protected by a 7.2m high seawall and redesignad roads — Including the straightening of the
prefectural road that connects them - for smoother evacuation. The Obama district will be further protected with the
iand on the coast ralsed by 1.8m and a 7.2m high green zone will also help shield iwama from future tsunamis. Once
completed, the newly developed Obama district will consist of 33 households for 85 people and lwama will aventually
house 200 people In 78 households. Currently zll of the houses In Kobara and a small number of houses in the other
districts have been fully rebuilt. The redevelopment project is expected to be fully complete by fiscal year 2020.

The areas that were affected by the 2011 disaster In southern
Iwakl are rebuliding one step at a time. Also, a racently held
Sagicho (bamboo lighting) festival held on Obama Baach for the
first time In 32 years gives some positive Indication that some
vitzlity has returned to these communities.

notos: (Top right) view ot ama district showing wama Seach, the industrisl
e area that was damaged by the tsunami in the fop right. The
raightanad for easier access (7 Novernber 2016)
rmboo fre festiva on Obama Beach (August 2018)




