CELEBRATING FIFTY FANTAT

On 1 October 2016, Iwaki celebrated its 50th anniversary since it became a city back in 1966 The dty held numerovs commemorative

projects throughowt the year i the lead up 1o and after the anniversary, and the enniversary weekend was full of ceremeonies, festivals and

other large-scale eveats.

This year, Iwaki has also celebrated special amniversaries with its sister cities: 5 years of relations with Kovai, Howaii; 25 years of
relations with Townsville, Avstralia and 30 years of relations with Yurihoajo Gty {formerly Iwaki Town), Akita Prefecture.
To commemorate this milestone, lwaki Vision takes a look back o “Fifty Famtestic Years of lwaki”.

1966 twaki City formed through merger of 14 municipalities
First session of now city bly (333 bors)

1967: Gty emblom and anthem formalised

1968: "“Dinosour™ fossil discoverod in Ohisa (Futabasourus
plesiosaur)

1969: tiokata Caves discoverod (later becomes national
historicol site)

Joban Uino's Hitachi special sxpress train bogins regulor sarvice
betwoon Taira and Ueno ations

1971: waoki Athletics Stodium opers

Iwaki High School finishes as runners up in the S3rd Jopan High
School B

ball Ch ke

I+ +

1972: Fukushima Rinkai Railway ceases passengor operations
1973: baw city hall building opons

Complation of the Taira Station “Yon-Yon™ Building

1975: Flower Contre, iwoki City Cultural Contre opon

1976: Joban Coalmine shuts down oll operations

1978: Shiramizu Amida Temple’s bridge restored

Misaki Park’s sea-viewing dock opons

1979: lwaki starts iswing thoir own car numborplates
Construction of lwaki Mow Town bagins

1980: Giont ammonite fossil discovared in Ohisa

1981: 13t waki Odori

1982: Iwoki and Fushun {China) become friendship cities

Lots of residential land begin selling for lwaki Now Town

1983: 13t Miss lwaki Contest (present-day Surshine Guide twaki)
Iwaki's 12 Tourism Associafions merge into one organisation

All Municipal Primary and Junior High Schools now possess o
swimming pool

1984: twoki City Art Museum, Coal and Fossil Musoumn open

Poe? Shimpei Kusono becomes an Honorary Citizen of fwalki

1985: Kawomoe Onigajo Recrsationol Village (present-day
hwaki Onigojo Villoge), lwaoki Marine Tower open

1986: Iwaki City and Iwaki Town (Akita Prefecture; present-day
Yurihonjo City) becomeo paront-child cities

Severs storms cauvse 4.9 billion yan worth of damage to the city
1987: Iwoki Msisei Univorsity opoens

1988: Joban Exprassway lwaki-chuo — Hitachi-kita section opans
Nakoso Barrier Literature and History Musoum opons

1991: fwaki City Sea Dincsaur Centro opens

Iwaki and Townaville (Australia) become sizter cities

1992: Ammonite Cantre opons

1994 lwoki chosen as one of the 100 Views of Japan

Taira Station renamed “lwaki Station™

1995: 2135t Contury Forest Park opons

Higashi Nippon Intemational University opons

Bon'otsu Expressway lwaki — Koriyoma section opons

Hational Route 49 Taira Bypass opons
Fukushima Profecture holds the “Fukushi

Kokutai® Mational

Sports Festival of Japon

1996: FM-Iwaki, hwaki's
1997: lwoki and MNobooka [Miyazoki Prefacture) bocome brothar

ity radio begin: airing
citios

Iwaki Gity's official wobsite launched

Iwaki ity Tourism ond Locol Producs Contre “La Lo Meaw”,
Archaeological Centre open

1998: Tono Auto Comping Grounds, Kusono Shimpei Memorial
Litorature Contre opons

1999: Joban Expressway lwaki-chuo — Iwaki-Yotsukura soction
opons

fwalki & designated as a Core Gty of Japan

Musoum of Folklore and Traditional Housing opors
History continued on page &6
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