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Iwaki Vision

Cycling the 
Seven Shores 
Making the Most of 
Summer in Iwaki, 
Despite COVID-19 
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A word from the editor: 
It’s been an honour to compile Iwaki Vision, as part of my duties as Coordinator of 
International Relations over these past fourteen months. 

Having interviewed for the position before the COVID-19 pandemic had begun, to say that 
my term was �lled with surprises would be an understatement. Although the term was 
short, and fraught with obstacles related to “the new normal”, I truly consider myself 
fortunate to have had this opportunity to serve the city that has been so kind to me since I 
�rst arrived as an ALT four years ago. 

Despite the shortness of my tenure, I have no shortage of great memories, whether sharing 
aspects of the city that I love with those abroad through Iwaki Vision, or  sharing my own 
culture and perspectives as a Canadian in seminars held by the city. This is of course, in 
addition to the many more wonderful memories I’ve had in Iwaki during the three 
preceding years as ALT. 

Truthfully, it feels as though I am just getting started. There are many more things that I 
would’ve liked to do, both to promote multiculturalism within Iwaki, and to make Iwaki’s 
resilience and all of its quirky charms better known overseas. But with the COVID-19 
pandemic at its worst point to date, and with loved ones who I haven’t seen in years back 
home,  it was with plenty of bitter-sweet feelings I’ve come to realize it was my time to 
return home. 

I would like to express my profound gratitude to my coworkers in the City Exchange 
Section, without whom Iwaki Vision would not be possible, and to all of those who helped 
me throughout my life in Iwaki. I wouldn’t have been able to make it these four years 
without supportive peers, and such a kind and welcoming community. 

I hope that I can be back some time soon. 
Until then, I wish for the health, happiness. 

Truly, thank you for everything, 

Liam Du�y 
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