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Museum “Horuru”
reopening & more!




Coal and Fossil Museum “Horuru”
Reopening
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This spring, lwaki City’s famous Coal and
Fossil Museum (nicknamed “Horuru”) finally
reopened its doors after almost two years of
closure. The building was partially damaged
by a strong earthquake in March 2022, but
thanks to diligent repair efforts it is once again
open to the public, just in time for this year’s
Golden Week!
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A life-size monument of the Futaba Suzukiryu outside the
museum building
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Translation: “A message from Earth - Welcome to an adventure
exploring the mysteries of dinosaurs and the Joban Coalfield”
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Placed proudly at the entrance is a 1.1 scale
monument of the Futaba Suzukiryu (scientific
name: Futabasaurus suzukii), of which a fossil was
discovered in 1968 by a high school student in
lwaki! Named after both the group of rock it was
discovered in (Futaba) and its discoverer (Suzuki
Tadashi-san), the original fossil indicates that the
creature was not a dinosaur as some would believe
- but rather a marine reptile, thought to have lived
around 85 million years ago during the Late
Cretaceous Period. A replica of the fossil and its
whole 7-metre long recontructed skeleton are
found immediately inside. The Futaba Suzukiryu is
considered to be representative of Japan in the
realm of paleontology and is a source of great pride
for lwaki.
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The reconstructed whole-body skeleton of the Futaba
Suzukiryu just inside the entrance
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Onwards to the Fossil Exhibition Room, a vast

mix of original and replica fossils are on
display. Some can even be touched, as R
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indicated by the hand icon in the bottom |

corner - so please check carefully! Among the
most underrated original fossils is...dinosaur
poop. If you’re feeling brave enough to touch
it, you may notice it feels like an ordinary
rock, and wonder how it was identified as a
dinosaur dropping. One of the reasons is that
traces of what was consumed, (such as
undigested animal bones in the droppings of
carnivorous dinosaurs) were discovered

inside. Fossilised dinosaur poop from the Mesozoic Cretaceous era
discovered in America
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In addition to fossils, coal remains an important
part of lwaki’s history. By taking an elevator
that goes 600m below the ground to a
simulated mine shaft, visitors can get glimpses
into the work and lives of coal miners (minus
the 40 °C heat and 100% humidity, which were
the typical working conditions). The Showa Era
in particular saw great advances in coal mining
techniques and machinery. Larger machinery
had to be painstakingly assembled piece by
piece down in the coal mines as it was simply
impossible to bring down by elevators of that

More advanced mining machinery which had to be assembled time.
underground
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So how exactly did miners cope with the intense heat
and humidity? The answer is relatively simple - a plunge
in a cold bath! Cold water was supplied into the mines
so that workers could enjoy some much-needed
refreshment.
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Taking a break in a cold-water bath
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Of course, even with gradually improving
safety measures, coal mining was still $ e . . e
incredibly dangerous. For example, U . . e A B
methane gas can be released during the | S " : | -
mining process and is explosive when e LS 07 ' .
mixed with air at a certain ratio.
Therefore, wages were high, and rent and
utilities were paid for coal miners
(company residents). While some women
can be seen working in the mines, others
took up cleaning and other household
duties, as seen in the museum’s Lifestyle
Building.

Women hard at work in the Showa Era
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Before leaving, we took a good look at the steam train
located outside on the museum property.
Manufactured in the year 1944 (Showa 19), this train
was actually used for transporting coal. Steam trains
are a rarity these days, so be sure to at least get a
glimpse of the engine room when you visit!
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A Showa Era steam train used to transport coal
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The engine room The train as seen from the right side
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Kokuwakura Shrine Annual Festival
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During springtime in lwaki there are plenty of regularly o W\I
held festivals to attend. One such festival we attended :
this year began at the Kokuwakura Shrine in Taira,
located approximately 500m west of Iwaki Station.
Getting there is no easy feat, however, as visitiors must
choose between hiking up the long, steep steps at the
main entrance, or the slightly more forgiving steep hill at
the east entrance. The deity of Kokuwakura shrine is
called “Uka no Mitama no Kami”, who is the god of
bountiful harvests and prosperous business.
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oML "FinEZEE (HSHhDHR-FTOIH) | T, AHRERE The main entrance to Kokuwakura Shrine
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- iRy e - On April 21st, locals and festival enthusiasts gathered
™ - B early in the morning and prepared to carry the “mikoshi”
(a small, portable shrine) to various locations. It would be
a long day ahead for those bearing the immense weight
on their shoulders, but spirits were high and sake was
shared before departure. Among the carriers of the
mikoshi were five assistant language teachers (ALTS)

whose participation was warmly embraced by the locals!
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The mikoshi carriers and spectators made a number
of stops along the route, including one close to Iwaki
Station. At each stop, prayers were conducted and
carriers of the mikoshi earned a well-deserved break.
Followers of Shintoism believe that the mikoshi
serves as a vehicle to transport a deity between its
main shrine and other locations. Transporting the
deity in this way is said to bless the areas it visits with
good fortune. While the festival is usually held each
year, this was the Kokuwakura mikoshi’s first outing in
five years, making the festival’s return extra exciting
for the locality. We can’t wait for it to be held again
next year!
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Iwaki Flower Center Spring Festival

2024
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Spring was truly in the air by April, and the Iwaki
City Flower Center celebrated by hosting a two-
day long “Flower Festival” on April 20th and 21st.
The event welcomed all kinds of visitors including
adults, children and even dogs, making it fun for
the whole family! In contrast to the pink and white
cherry blossoms which peaked earlier in the
month, nemophila (also known as “baby blue
eyes”) were in full bloom and made for a truly
picturesque, vast field of of pastel blue and white.
As pictured on the right, the hollow frame - e
artpiece allows visitors to stand behind and Nemophila as seen through the white frame artpiece
capture photos that look just like a painting. BUIL T ADATZ =D LRERET A T
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Three daffodils among the nemophila
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Inside the greenhouses, visitors can see all sorts
of vegetation typically found in warmer climates.
We spotted cacti of all shaped and sizes as well as
hibiscus flowers, often spotted in the likes of
Okinawa (they also make for some delicious teal).
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Cacti (above) and a hibiscus (left)
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Now at the main festival area, the many visitors
who worked up an appetite were free to rest at the
outdoor seating area and enjoy curry, fried chicken
and an assortment of other foods and drinks from
food trucks. Craft and flower vendors were also
present, spoiling us for choice with beautiful potted
pansies, lavender, hanging flower ornaments and
more.
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Flower, food and craft vendors
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After perusing the various stalls, we headed to the
workshop area inside the Flower Life Hall building. A
vast array of floral-themed keychain and other
workshops were available alongside the sale of
additional ready-made handicrafts. We were most
intrigued, however, by the opporunity to make
custom flower bottles. After choosing our flowers,
we began the careful process of trimming the stems
and attaching them to a recycled bottle-cap base.
The cap and flowers were then inserted inside the

bottle along with additional leaves and greenery Trimming and assembling our flowers
around the bottom. Once secure, we filled the 727 A P ORHILEEER
bottles with silica gel to dry and preserve the flowers. After taking them home and waiting for one

week, we removed most of the gel, decorated the lid and proudly put our original flower bottles on
display!
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The complete flower bottle!
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A Word from the Editor
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Thank you as always for taking the time to read Iwaki Vision. We were
particularly excited for the reopening of “Horuru” and urge you to visit if you
haven’t done so already!

This is my last time editing Iwaki Vision and | would like to express my gratitude
towards everyone for allowing me to visit and write about so many wonderful
places and events.

Take care!
Aideen Singleton
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