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Charter of the Citizens of lwaki

Iwaki, the largest city in Japan in area, is blessed with a mild climate, rich
natural beauty and an abundance of hot springs. Located near the Tokyo
metropolitan area and possessing its own international port, Iwaki is a
modern, progressive city, full of youthful energy.

We have received a valuable inheritance from our forefathers and in order
to build a harmonius community of which we can all be proud, we, the citizen
of lwaki hereby establish the Charter of the Citizens of lwaki.

We, the citizens of Iwaki pledge ourselves:
1 To work energetically to make a prosperous city;
1 To help each other to make a bright and cheerful city;
1 To observe rules and regulations to make a comfortable city;
1 To promote education to make a cultural city;
1 To respect nature to make a green city;

% On the st of April2003, Shizuoka City and Shimizu City in Shizuoka
Prefecture amalgamated to create Shizuoka City therefore, taking
the title of the city with the largest area in Japan from Iwaki City.
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City Emblem

Since long ago, the name ‘of the Iwaki area has been written with three
different sets of Chinese characters, all pronounced Iwaki. In order to avoid
confusion, the name of Iwaki today is written in hiragana, the Japanese
syllabic alphabet. The hiragana name Iwaki is found in Japan's first code of
laws, the 17 Article Constitution written by Prince Shotoku in 604 and is used
to mean "harmony". Thus, the hiragana version was chosen to symboliase
the unity of the citizens of lwaki.
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