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Townsville and Iwaki have held a strong friendship since 1991 and
this has assisted our communities through periods of celebration
and hardship.Our friendship has provided both cities with direct
connectivity to the globally significant Asia-Pacific region.

Our mutual relations are focused on the goals of promoting
cultural understanding in areas of trade,investment,sport,arts and
learning including education exchanges for our youth.

The 50 year anniversary for Iwaki is being held during Townsville’s
150 year anniversary and as we celebrate our friendship in 2016 we
can look to the future and strengthen the bonds built between our
people.
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On behalf of the people of Kaua‘i and Niihau, I would
like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to
the honorable Mayor Toshio Shimizu and the
people of Iwaki City on the celebrated occasion
of your 50th anniversary!

Since the establishment of Iwaki City, you
have demonstrated to the world your incredible
strength and resiliency. After enduring the

struggles of the decline of the coal-mining industry in the mid-1960s, Joban
Hawaiian Center, now known as Spa Resort Hawaiians, was built in your
beautiful city. It has emerged to become Japan’s “Hawaiian paradise”, a
world-famous mecca for hula and Hawaiian music drawing millions of
visitors each year. Its’ phenomenal success was spotlighted in the movie
“Hula Girl” in 2007.

Five years ago, Iwaki City suffered catastrophically after the Great
Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, and once again, the people of Iwaki
endured and overcame many challenges.

I would also like to add that it was an honor for Kaua‘i to host and
participate with a delegation from Iwaki in the signing five years ago of
our official Sister City documents. And we are very proud of our
friendship.

I look forward to meeting Mayor Shimizu and the people of Iwaki City
on Oct. 1 during my visit to Japan!
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